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Westdale Area Action Plan
The Community Development Department will host an open house on Wednesday, 10/19, for feedback on the draft action steps and
goals of the Westdale Area Action Plan. The event will be held from 5–7 PM at the Ladd Library.
 
Development of the plan began in Summer 2021. Since that time, staff have conducted interviews, focus groups, bus rides, walk
audits, and attended community events to receive input for the plan. Broadly speaking, common feedback themes include:

The area’s diversity should be celebrated,
Walkability and mobility options can be improved,
Additional green space and recreational opportunities are desired, and
There are some areas with opportunities to increase safety.

 
Staff will finalize the plan with the feedback gained at Wednesday’s open house event. We expect to present the final plan to the
Development Committee in November. We anticipate bringing the plan to council for consideration in December.
 
 
Nuisance Property Cleanup Effort
On 10/6, staff from the Building Services Department teamed up — with help from the Solid Waste & Recycling, Public Works Traffic,
and Parks & Recreation Forestry divisions and the Police Department — to abate a nuisance property in violation of the Housing &
Property Maintenance Code. A total of 3.12 tons of garbage items were removed, including more than 1,000 pounds of tires and a
large quantity of scrap metal and appliances. A summary of the abatement, including before and after photos, is attached.
 
 
Automated Traffic Enforcement (ATE) Equipment Upgrades
The Police Department continues its coordination with Sensys Gatso to install updated ATE equipment. The following locations will be
upgraded soon:
 

1st Avenue East and 10th Street (speed and red light)
Edgewood Road NE and 42nd Street (speed and red light)
1st Avenue SW and L Street (speed and red light)
Williams Boulevard SW and 16th Avenue (speed and red light)

 
Four other locations had updated technology installed in August. Work began on I-380 in September and should be completed by
October 18. The previous equipment utilized one radar device per lane to monitor speed. The updated technology will use a single
radar device capable of monitoring up to six traffic lanes at a time. The new equipment will also provide higher quality color images.
We anticipate the upgrades will decrease incidents where citations are discarded due to poor image quality. No changes are being
made to how citations are issued or how the program is operated. The vendor engaged local contractor, Price Electric, to perform the
improvements. The new equipment will be verified by the ATE Project Coordinator and Traffic Division to ensure it functions properly
before citations are issued to the public.
 
 
City Week Open House Recap & Pictures
On Wednesday, more than 400 residents visited the City Services Center for our annual City Week Open House. Held in the large
vehicle bay, the open house provided families an up-close look at the vehicles, tools, and services we use to keep the city running.
Children of all ages enjoyed sitting in vehicles, filling a HESCO barrier with sand, meeting City mascots, and collecting fun giveaways
and prizes. Multiple City departments participated and provided information on everything from aquifers to traffic management.
Thank you to the many City employees who volunteered to create such a fun and engaging family-friendly activity for our community.
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR NEIGHBORHOODS – 629 15TH AVENUE SW ABATEMENT 


 


The Building Services Department, Housing & Nuisance Division, received a complaint about 629 15th 
Avenue SW, in June 2021 for multiple inoperable vehicles on the property, a large amount of junk and 
scrap metal, and other trash and debris on the property.  Neighbors were concerned the property had 
turned into a junk yard. 
 
A code enforcement officer initiated an investigation and sent the required Notices of Violation to give 
the property owners an opportunity to correct the violations.  After several notices and non-compliance, 
a Municipal Infraction was filed with Linn County District Court.  As the result of ruling by Linn County 
District Court, the property owner was found guilty of violations of the Housing & Property Maintenance 
Code.  Due to the fact the violations were still not corrected after the judgment, the City was able to 
secure a court order to abate the property and assess the costs of the abatement to the property 
owners in the form of a tax lien on the property. 


On October 6, 2022, the Building Services Department coordinated an abatement that involved multiple 
City departments, including Building Services, Solid Waste & Recycling, Forestry, Police, and the Public 
Works Traffic Division. There were 3.12 tons of garbage items removed, over one thousand pounds of 
tires were removed, and there was a 30-yard roll-off over three-quarters full of scrap metal and 
appliances. 


The before and after photographs demonstrate the positive impact that City employees have on our 
neighborhoods. 


 







 







 








 


